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Dear Sir, 


on a Subject which of all others you may think me leſs 
acquainted with, but when you recollett I expect your 


to ouide my future Proceedings and render me equal to 


withſtand any Attempt that might be uſed to impoſe either upon | 
my Property or my Underſtanding, you will give me Credit for my 


Intentions / tho' it is poſſible a Man's Property might bear Impoſi- 
tion, his Underſtanding ſhould ſuffer none, for the Moment the 
deſiging Man is maſter of your Underſtanding you have no Will of 
your own, and you ſubjett yourſelf to every Danger; I ſhall therefore 


awake early, for it appears to me that Impoſition never ſleeps, 
conſequently I cannot be too much guarded or too early in my 


Inquiries; I will admit that you abound in Wiſdom but that you 


lack Activity, the one I with to follow, the other 1 vill carefully 


2 
B | Hlaving 


Ou will probably be ſurpriſed at a Letter from me up- 


Anſwer, from Which I ſhall receive ſufficient Inſtruttions 
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Having peruſed the late Publications on the Subject of the 
1 9 North Level 1 | am juſtiſied in addreſſing this Letter to You as 1 


know you are competent to all Information; I am likewiſe con- 


vinced you have Candour enough to ſuffer a young Proprictor 
not only to deliver his Opinion, but in ſome. Degree to - arraign 


your Conduct, I mean upon the ſcore of Inattivity, in both Points 
I may be wrong — We will Sir with Permiſion candidly-. conſider 


the ſeveral Publications, as well on the Part of Mr. Maxwell 8s 


of Mr. Wing; We will alſo intirely depart from all haſty Expreſ- 


ſions which might have happened on either fide; We will from this 
Time conclude no illiberal Hints to-have dropt— and attend ſolely 


to the Subſtance, for it is from the Subſtance, we as Proprietors 


are to expect Benefit; And I am in the fulleſt ExpeQation of 
receiving every Relief that is reaſonable to be wiſhed — But to 
be competent to judge how far we are relieved, or how deeply 
oppreſſed will require your Aid: In my own inferior Judgement 
J am ſure we muſt keep ourſelves independent — We muſt re- 
member that we are Gentlemen;- and Proprietors ſubject to Pay- 
ments properly impoſed; And above ſubmiting to any Payments 
created by dittatorial Authority, uſurped from Confidence; For 
you will recollect whenever Confidence is placed in Man, and 
that Man changes it into Authority, it proves his want of real 
Underſtanding, and ſhews that we may be Dupes to the igno- 
rant, the vain, and the oppreſſive, and all for what, probably from 
diſtant Expectations, or ſome Pecuniary Motive — What gives 
your Titled Men Authority over, thoſe Men who ſhould be 
reſpectable as they are, only becauſe Mankind in general are 
of Vanity, pleaſed with the Smiles of a. Lord who in all likelihood 


has no other Qualification to recommend him than that Title 


which the Virtues of his Forefathers, handed down. to him, and 


which his own Merits would never. have reached; — Away from 
all this, a-part by all Means from | Servility. Let us preſerve 


our own. Independence and our Neighbours vill never attempt 
to invade it, — No, they will. aſk our Aſſiſtance inſtead of com- 
manding it — To ſhew you Sir how Confidence might be turn— 
ed into Authority, and that Authority tinctured with Contempt, 
IJ will ſtate one Circumſtance to prove this Fatt ; Some time in 
Auguſt laſt, Mr. Wing ſent a Plan (as he called it) to Mr Max- 


well for his Approbation, for the Purpoſe of raiſing the Sum of 


25,0001, by a Shilling an Acre Tax, without the Knowledge of any 


* independent 


* 


6% 


independent Proprietor (as I believe) It fo perchanced that 


Mr. Maxwell not only diſapproved the Plan ſent, as tending to, 
burthen the Proprietors for no Purpoſe but one, but alſo equally 


diſapproved the Intention of ſuch ſecret ſending, for it certainly 


| bore this Appearance, that had Mr. Maxwell approved the Plan, 
you, the other Proprietors, and myſelf ſhould have been ſet at 


- nought, treated only as ſo many living Animals created for the 


end of making a certain Number in this World, held as living 
Objects having common Organs, but without Faculties and un- 


worthy Notice—And who thus contemptuouſly intended to treat us? 


Why Mr Wing! What the Duke of Bedford's Steward? YES! 


— Would it not Sir have been infinitely more candid, manly, 


and open in Mr. Wing if He abſolutely found it neceſſary 
that a Shilling an Acre ſhould be raiſed, to have formed a 


Plan for that Purpoſe without the help and Aſſiſtance of Mr. Max- 


well, and have called a Meeting for the Proprietors to have heard his 
Reaſons, and he their's? No, why was he not Maſter enough of the 


Subject, or did he think ſuch a Step too humiliating, his Authority 
would be leflened, the independent Proprietors would have the proper 
Conſequence they are intitled to, they would have felt their 
own Weight, which of courſe would (as He feared) leſſen his 
— There is one ſtrong Proof in this Buſineſs Mr Wing has 


given to his Neighbours of his Diſcernment, which cannot be de- 


nied and for which I give him Credit, that is, making Choice 


of Mr. Maxwell to aſſiſt and correct his Plan, for evident it 


is that Mr. Wing knew Mr. Maxwell to be perfectly competent 
to judge how far ſuch a Plan was compleat and beneficial; in- 
compleate or oppreſſive; And Mr. Maxwell, has fully convinced 
the Proprietors at large, that no Man was more equal to the 


Taſk, or more worthy to be conſulted than himſelf, by reject- 


ing that Plan which was a heterogeneous Compoſition of un-. 
meaning Words and Figares made up of Deduttions and Sub- 


ftrattions, the common Waſte of Paper. 


In what Light Sir are we to view a Man who is placed fob 
the Protection of a Country, who ſeems ſo unequal to form Plans 


for the Benefit of it, that would ſmuggle a defettive one into the Houſe 


of Commons, ſhape it into an Att of Parliament under the SanQtion of 


the Name of bis great Employer, and Mr. Maxwell (had he ſo con- 
_ ſented) contrary as Mr. Maxwell has clearly proved to the 
; 1 | Neceſſity 
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digeſted Plan of his Life to gratify the NO of Mr. Maxwel 


(6) 


Neceſſity of the Times, or to the Wiſhes of the independent 
Proprietors, and moſt probably without their Knowledge, for had 


Mr. Maxwell given the Plan his Approbation, no other Perſon 
would have been thought worth the great Proje&or's Obſervation ; 


It is ſaid Mr. Wing might plead Cuſtom, for this ſecret Conduct, 
let that be ſo, I ſhall beg Leave to oblerve that ſuch Cuſtom -is 


more honoured in the Breach than the Obſervance ” for it ſurely 
1s equitable to conceive that the Proprietors who are to bear the 


Burthen have a Right to be conſulted, unleſs Mr. Wing, conſi- 
ders himſelf in the nature of a Member of Parliament, deputed 


by the Proprietors to enrich or ruin them at his Pleaſure;' or does 


he mean to. ſay, that as ſoon as Mr. Maxwell had ſettled the 


Plan, he would then have laid it before the Proprietors ;: it is 


very extraordinary that Mr. Wing who had this relied Faith in 
Mr. Maxwell's Abilities, and who had manifeſted them by the 
Works of his own Hands, * ſhould ſince the Rejettion of the Plan, 
have taken ſo much Pains, and have written ſo many Sheets to 


prove that Mr. Maxwell had no Abilities at all, how does this 
Contradition in the ſame Man, and in ſo ſhort Time comport 
with ſound Judgement; Diſappointment might anſwer the Queſtion, 
but ſound Judgment muſt hide her Head. „ 


I am now my good Friend to obſerve to you that it is won- 


derful ſtrange that this Plan intended for the Benefit of the 


WHOLE, thus found Fault with by the one, and praiſed by 


the FRIENDS of the other, has never made its Appearance ; 


for public Judgement, it may be in Conſequence of Mr. Wing's 


Baſhfulneſs; but it does nor follow becauſe Mr. Wing is ſup- 


poſed to be a bad Financier, that he ſhould ſuppreſs the _ 

| I, 
or carry his Politeneſs ſo far as to ſay my Works ſhall not contradiQ 
him tho' even if it were at the Expence of the Public Good 


I know you will ſay, hear all Parties, ſo fay I, but if Mr. 
Wing will not ſpeak, that's no Fault of mine, let him produce 


his Plan as delivered to Mr. Maxwell — to alter it would be 
wrong, to alter all Perfection would make it imperfect, let it 
{peak for itſelf, and if we cannot comprehend it, Mr. Wing is 


not obliged to find us both Plan and Underſtanding. 


Mr. 


„ He had wrote ſeveral Letters to Mr. Maxwell, for his Opinion, 


Mx. Maxwell ſeems hurt at Mr. Wing's Mode of anonymous 
; Writing; Jam aſtoniſhed Mr. Maxwell ſhould not be better 
acquainted with great Men and their Methods; if Mr. Maxwell 
would. conſider 07 a Moment that half the Publications reſpecting 


55 national Government are anonymous and paid for out of the 
xchequer 3; the only Difference then would be that Mr. Wing, 


is anonymous enough himſelf, too cautious, and induſtrious to 
employ an Agent, too many being already in his Service, which 
Bee might make the e an 1 ACTE Tax the more neceflary. 
Mr. Mr. Maxwell. a thought proper to fea Mr. Wing, from Wing 
to 125 g, here J am alſo aſtoniſhed at Mr. Maxwell, for he may reſt 
aſſured on further Diſſection he will find that it is not the Wing 
or Leg that hurts the Proprietors, it is between both Parts 
the Miſchief lays. EG Re nd A th. 


Do account to me my good Nied (for in former Times you 


polfelled the Magic Wand) the Motives, that have induced 


Mr. Wing to divide ſo materially from the Subject Mr. Maxwell 
has given him to digeſt; if you recolle, Mr. Maxwell's 


Publication vent to ſhew the Non Neceſſity of the Shilling ol 
Acre Tax. 5 | 


4 


"Mr. Wing bbs Hough proper 0 1 mean if he is the anony- 


mous Writer) to offer Words and Figures to the Proprietors, 


without once ſhewing g any Reaſon of his own, in Oppoſition to 


Mr. Maxwell's Reaſons reſpetting the Shilling an Acre. 


He writes about the Expences attendant upon the North Bank 


of Moreton's Leame, Carr D e, and the Folly Banks; they are 
really Words to create. N the only one ſubject to Expence, 
is the North Bank —— Let, me aſk you, if Carr Dyke has coſt 


the North Level one Shilling theſe, 20 Years, except the common 


Roading, and which I believe has not been done. or likely to coſt 


them a Shilling — for what ule is the Carr Dyke of in caſe of 
a Drowning? — None — As to the Folly Bank, the Herbage will 


over pay all Expences attending. the, Repairs of that Bank, to 


prove 'which, refer to the Accounts and fee if the annual Rent 
of the Folly Bank or how much thereof has, how, and at what 


Time. been expended thereon, 
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let at a general Meeting 


intended him. 


10% 


. 
* 
9 - 

N 

9 


f 


into the Duke 


ee 


of Gentlemen who lived too diſtant therefrom to know it 


aware your Country demanded your Service, when you could have 
relieved it from Impoſition and ſaved the North Level a certain Sum 


of the North Level, than be the nominal Man to diftreſs it, is, 


- 


for Mr. Wing's Confideration; I have not the ſmalleſt Doubt 
but when Mr. Wing reconſiders his Conduct in this immediate 
Inſtance, he will with it had not ſo happened — if ſo, let him 
' requeſt the Duke to give the Leaſe up, and the fair letting thereof, 
be appropriated to the general Good, the Duke will even then 


receive a conſiderable Benefit, poſebly more khan was ever 


It remains now to be confidered how far we can relieve our- 
5 ſelves from the Number of Collectors and other Servants who 
5 „ . receive 


by a Sum of Money 


the whole commiſſioned Tenantry of his Grace o 


(fr ex iv 
K 


annual Salaries, for tho' theſe Gentlemen are fairly appointed and have 
as fairly executed their Truſts; are their ſeveral Appointments for the 
Time the ſeveral Taxes exiſt? Or can we the Commiſſionrs remove 
them at Pleaſure? As the laſt 1 take to be the Fact it will be prudent ' 


| for the Commiſſioners to meet to conſult how expedient ſuch a Step 


would be, preceding that Meeting at which the Continuation or 


Removal might take Place, but what is to be ſaid, The Jews 


were the choſen People of the LORD, and the Collectors are the 
choſen People of MAN, It may be ſo, and therefore the Example 


is 100 religious I conceive to be found Fault with. 


It has been faid by Mr. Wing, that ſuch Savings are too trivial 
J admit the Savings would not be large, but this Conduct of the 


independent Commiſſioners would convince the Director General 


of the North Level, that they have a Power equal to his, and are 
now rouſed from that lethargic Diſpoſition, which has lulled them 
into a State of Inaftivity for many Years, not only to do 


the thing that is right, but to take eſpecial Care that no other 


Perſon /hall do the Thing that is wrong, even if ſupported by 
whole commiſ u of bis Grace” of Bedford, 
unleſs they ſhould be compelled againſt their known Honeſty, to 


ule one Monolyllable inſtead of the other, YES when they wiſh 


o 


Wolf NO 10 eg; rok rue 
The foregoing Sheets were put together before Mr. Wing's | 
confeſſed Publication of the 17th of September, made its Ap- 
pearance, which happened on the 27th of the ſame Month — 
It has now appeared, read by many, and underſtood by few; 


What is the Compoſition? Why a Kind of hiſtorical Account 


of the Bedford Level, taken from Cole's Laws, together with 
Recitals of Acts of Parliament for laying Taxes, which every 


Proprietor was perfectly acquainted with; with fome few Reports 


made at a Meeting at „ ſo early as Auguſt, 1778, and 
which were approved by the Committee then preſent; Why Sir 


ſhould Mr. Wing ſtop ſo ſhort? If he thought it proper to publiſh 


the Reſolutions of the Committee, as finding them proper, ſtrong, 


and Independent, why not publiſh their Names? No, it would 


probably have appeared that ſuch Commiſſioners were all, or the 
major Part of them the Duke of Bedford's Tenants, and I will 


leave my Neighbours to judge how far ſuch Committee are 


inclinable 
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and, "I YES. 


inclinable to. run counter "Ol 3 Didlator, without having any 
Intereſt that is taxable of their, own, and, whoſe Memory, .they 


properly judged wight ſerve to “ viſit. the Sins of the Fathers 


*<pon their Children“ but they judged wiſely, and knew they 


had an Intereſt: much better 55 Half Mer Ae Eltates. 1n 
the Level, that of pleaſing their, Steward. 
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What 2 we now to do with Recitals ol Abts of Ne 
Hans. of which are dead, and others expiring; but this expirin 


AQ of the Shilling an Acre, it ſeems mult not die, and there- 


fore Mr. Wing has very prudently called in the Aid of that 


moſt able Phyſician Mr. Maxwell, whole, Preſcriptions , are health- 
ful, but too nauſeous for a weak Stomach to. digeſt : Pray Mr. 
Maxwell make it palatable, take back your unfriendly. NO, and 


look upon me, as a TRE" one upon his Wg, imile, 
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in a een to that Nein B whoſe Powers” can ate 
the Face of Earth who will. not ſuffer a common Herb to 
lift its Head, but will keep in Subjettion- the Graſs 'of the F eld, 7 


and thereby puniſh both Man and Beaſt — Hail to thy. FEN | 


5 cane 


In che e Page he. Wing gs lr. Maxwell with a 
great Crime, with -« Endeavours to allure his Grace of Bedford 


« by what appears to him the moſt powerful of all Arguments, 


« SELF - INTEREST » This 16 nothing to the Point; as to 


the Propriety of the Tax, it only proves that Mr. Maxwell, 


has mixed with Men of Information and Conſequence, and is 
therefore a good Judge of both, and recollets that the Duke 
has ſuſtained a very uniform Character both before, and 1 


endet. 


he came of Ace. Mr, WI ing will not Al. the | Duke a 


In 


C 


1. FA 17, Mr. Wing would zetnuzte, -that; Mr., Max welh 


wiſh, to raiſe a 50 betyeen. both Banks, and calls. 
Go 40 e that. ſuch; a, Thing ſbould. happen which, was never: 
itended; No Sir, Mr. Maxyall's Intentiqns. x were. to ſhew that. 
5 Was HONEST LV Let .for 13ʃ. 8s. ber Anuum,, 


Vn he, North; Bapky, which) is mych. better . and longer, 
is Let to a Somebody for 171. 178. per Annum, but 22 Wing 


 Youahmays known, 20 be, fond. af a, ̃ THING: 1; - > 1.7 
Al luce my 
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24001 cannot . 3 * Driſt of Nr. ) Wing' s; Pub blication x. p pray. OT 
COR and) tell me, if the intended 1 Tax is any Wa ay. 


ta W 1s, not; Mr. Wing neither diſproves Mr. 


diſpoſed o 
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1 Thing would this Aae Geotleman's s Portrai 

bawfdane; by N, and hung qver ,the .F' 1 8 ace) at. . Dog 1 
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Fondnebs..,h ar: BRANDY, NN s. ſomething. (o FEIGARS 1k 


the .;Produtizgn,. that you, will like It Well, Anf Tall with; me Sith 
bis Brandy an Fwure as genuine as (his ( kantige He ee 


Was 4 Pays pd Nights in yet, Cload ee the. No jon. 15852 
Vatching, the Water; it was 1 ky . or the, Country, he: did n 
fleep; and for Himſelf that he did not catch t Cc Chidesugſt 
fon he; gertainiy was, dhe, moſt induſtrious Map, zin che. Level. 
Whatit binde y now f. JONAS IN WO WHALE BEAT G. 
1 3 ph aM13bituy nge 20 * 1910. 5d 405 
b bus Niere kad the ſecond Part, "ot Mes 
e. muſt con afeſs 1 had, my, Fears deſt the ee W ho 
of hf euper ſhould, lead Him aftray ) Frgm. Nis agel 599 
teptipns;;.the Argument , was always ae or ec& he, haq.,, Ne 
Opponent; but He has proved that, d JAelt.arM Mp -nt to. Þh 
quiet Conſideration, will ſee his Halls: of Wor lagknoq! 
and; raiſe as it were to the Height he of, Hy KL PN 10 ain 
that even I, can comprehend; It is indee 
Late Hense and Conuiclion, it is what your, P andour will thank. him 


ar. 


algulation, or offers one bimſeif, but does much more, 
e ſays; He, Will 4% che, Duke, all that has paſſed; and that He 
ſelf 3is an Hunorable Member of the Bedford Level ien 


en and “ en hip 


e "reſerved a. 83 Paper for SAG Perufal, INE contains : 
a, Letter from Mr. Payne. in Anſwer to 1 Charge. reſpetting, ye ; 


Marple 


(A, Mutter piece ai 
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__ Sentence or kor the Sake 


Mt Wink hes 0 Argument at an, Te ebe Rite 


| 80 cally threatens all around Rim, and te 


„for WHAT THEY HAVE"DONE*— What i, does this Bon % 
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